NICOBAEESE VOCABULARY. 



.LPHABET* FOB WRlTINa THE NICOBAR LANGUAGE WITK 
EXAMPLE'S IN THE NANCOWRY DIALECT, 



Sign. 



SouQcU in EngHaili. &c. 



Bxamples. 



Oral Vowels and Dip'Sthoncis 



a 
a 



a 

a 

a(l) 
e(2)< 
e (3) 



o 

6(4:) 


o 
o 
u 
u 
u 
ai 



Idea, cwt. 

cur (with nntrilled r) 

(Italiaii).casa. 

fatlier 

fatLom 

bed 



chaotic 
pair 

ltd 

poltco 

indolent. 

pole 

pot 

awful 

(German) Konig 

in Alienee 

pool 

(German) ttber 

bite 



doL. jcome-; 



without. 

di^ hoarse. 

kdha^Ufh^ first moon of N.B. season. 

hdn^y^iiQ } huy,d\ a wild aromatic herb, 

Ts(i't<^ finished ; huyii'j Bgg* 

enyd'hf {h heard, see note 8) after (in 
time) ; heng, snn, day (sunrise tc 
sunset). 

le bare^ hook, paper. 

le*angf sound, name ; nge^ voice, lan- 
guage. 

kaUng\ foreign. 

wiy make ; wi, spirit, ghost. 

kod'li arm ; shorn, native, people, 

lard^Mf Pandanus mellori ; enlohu axe. 

mrdo'm, all ; shorn, ten. 

IS'e, cloth. 

hd'% far ; po'ya, sit down. 

j?tta% obtain, (by hunting or fishing) 

du'eiiy monkey; thu'a^ what (intexrog.). 

du'Cj canoe ; dm' a, I, 

tanai\ five ; 'inai\ twenty. 



* In the preparation of this Alphabet I ha%'o been guided by the advice and assistance 
idly granted me by Mr. A. J. Ellis, F.R.S., late Prc^itlent of tlje Philological Society. A 
I' ourrections aad a^klitions have been made since its original publication in the " Trana- 
ions of the Phiiol. Soe.," 1882-3-4, pp. 49--50. 



NICOBAEISE VOCABULARY. 



Sign. 


Sounds in Engliali, &e. 


Examples. 




Oeaii Vowels and 


Diphthongs — continued. 


au 


hotme 


kareau\ carved Knnaan figure to frighten 
away evil spirits. 


du 


(German) hau& 


odtt% vomit. 


hi 


hail 


enlbi'n, wallow (as a pig). 




Kasal Vowels 


AND Diphthongs. 


an 


(French) un 


^Zi'a«, spinster; ongthan, wooi; paio% 
stink. 


an 


(5) 


midn\ spear having prongs ; koydnwa, 
gnava. 


dn 




dn, two ; dn'ha, flesh, meat. 


eii 


(French) vm» 


enh (6), near ; ompenshe, small ; fein*wa^ 

whip, 
amiik*h (6), rain. 


in 


(Portugese) stm 


U 




ftriha, hogshead; mukj^la'ati, young 
finit of coconnt tree. 


on 


(Frencli) on , 


haronh (6), stalk game. 


on 




kenhdn'a^karaUj iron scoop for coconnt 
kernel. 


on 


(5) 


oil A (6), fuel J 8hin^kbA\ hit with fist. 


6n 




moMmyd^ albumen. 


nkn 




chyn^, sweet. 


ain 


(7) 


mifain'ya, cloud. 


aun 


(7) 


an-haui^% boil partially. 


bin 


(7) 


omMii'i tobacoOi 




Consonants. 


h 


bed 


Unbare, book, paper. 


eh (inftxal 


chain 


chakd', facfc j ehii a, I. 


onlj) 






(chyfimi only) 


(8) 


ngai(ch)^ oil ; rai(ch\ micturition. 


d 


dip 


kamindd', rainbow. 


f 


/en 


fdp, thick ; ife\jou (of three or more). 


i 


g&p 


kdng, frog ; gol-mo'ro, gold. 


h 


ha>y 


^«|^a% egg ; ^aiy^'h (8), native (^p. of 
Nicobars). 


hw 




hen-hwd'vay ashes. 


(i) (fi^al 


(9) 


chi(j), abstain from food, &o., as when 


ovlj) 




mourning.. 


k 


(10) 


kdfisd 1, last quarter of moon. 


(k) f final 


hen^8hd'(k)'nga*sM, intermpt. 


only) 






I 


top 


U*angf name, sound. 


m 


man f 


bmto'm, all. 



NIGOBAKESE VOOABULAEY. 



Sign. 



Bounds in Engliah, &o. 



EiAmplet. 



Consonants — continued. 



n 


nun 


not, pig ; dain-heng^ stm-beara. 


a 


(French) gainer 


en'kdi'na^ man, male ; pakai'n, sour. 


ng 


"bring 


yang-tare^ follow, next (in a race). 


ng 


(11) 


riigol^ nearly ripe. 


f 


p&p 


pahSa^ afraid ; P^, Car Nicobar. 


r(12) 


rent 


karu\ large. 


s 


s&d 


sdnta^maria, copper coin. 


sh 


she 


sho-hd'ng, west wind ; shd-ho^ng, surf. 


i 


ten 


fd'ah^ tari (palm wine). 


V 


et?il 


hen-hwd'va^ monming. 


w 


wet 


wbtf don*t (imperative). 


y 


yolk 


yan-de^ taste, flavour. 



Rules. 

The syllable under stress in any word is shown by placing a tnmed period 
^^•) after a long vowel, or the consonant following a short vowel, in every word 
>f more than one syllable. 

As it is not nsnal to find capitals cast for the accented letters, the initial 
etters of proper names, when bearing accents^ dke indicated by prefixing a direct 
Deriod, as .hng (Little Nicobar), M (Batti Malv), 

FOTIS. 

(1) d accented before a consonant, is the English a in mat, as distinguished 
Tom, d, which is the short of a, or Italian a m anno. 

(2) e accented in closed syllables, as in bed ; in open syllables nnaccentad as 
n chaotic or in Italian padre, amore. 

(3) No vanishing sound of t as in English sa^. 

(4) No vanishing soand of t^ as in English know?. 

(5) In an the sonnd has more of the d in it than the French an, and in dii 
b has more of the o than the French an, 

(6) When life is written as in enh^ inh, &c., the nasal is followed by nasalised 
reath, remitting the voice, but retaining the position of the vocal organs. 

(7) In the diphthongs aiw, aw^, bin, the nasality principally affects a and o, 
at it is retained through the whole diphthong, that is, the nasal passages 
imain open. 

(8) denotes the sonnd of ch in lich arrested before being folly nttered, 

(9) denotes the sonnd of dge in brieve arrested before being fully uttered. 

(10) denotes the sound of c in fraction arrested before being fully uttered. 

(11) % is a {^latilised ng^ and bears the same relation to it as n bears to n. 
5 pronounce n attempt to say n and y simultaneously ; to pronounce ng do 
e same for ng and y. 

(12) This r is soft and gentle, with no sensible ripple of the tongue, as veiy 
sqnently in English, but not merely vocal. 
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